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We met for the first time in 1969

Xavier and I were students of Marco Schützenberger
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Marco in action

Journes X.G. Viennot Bordeaux 27-29 juin 2012



6

Marco in action
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Xavier’s first papers were in Combinatorics and Algebra of Words

– Les Automates et Bascules
– Factorisations du Monoı̈de Libre
– Trisections
– Bases des algèbres de Lie libres et factorisations des monoı̈des libres, Lecture

Notes in Math. n˚691, Springer-Verlag, Berlin, 1978, 124p.
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Journées Combinatoires 1975
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Journées Combinatoires 1975
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Next was the Robinson Schensted algorithm, but bijective

– A nice course by Marco Schützenberger
– Xavier demonstrated it using images
– The birth of Viennotique
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Strasbourg period
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Competing with Strasbourg

– Wine
– Foie Gras
– Mathematics
– Pyrénées
– Friendship
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San Diego period

Nikki de Saint Phale sculptures
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Another competition

Combinatorics
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Montréal — yet another competition

Friendship
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A recommendation letter from Gian-Carlo Rota

After Viennot’s contributions all the theory becomes crystal clear
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The golden age

– The settlement of Isle Saint Georges

– Course for graduates

– Mathematics : great bijective results

– Vineyards and Wine Production

– So many bright students :
– Maylis Delest, Serge Dulucq, Dominique Gouyou Beauchamps, Jean Guy Penaud
– Myriam De Sainte Catherine, Georges Eyrolles, Mireille Bousquet- Mélou,
– Manuel Roblet, Anne de Medicis, Mireille Vauchaussade.
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The big results

– Determinants and non intersecting paths

– Heaps of pieces

– Astonishing bijections

Is this methodology ?
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Silver medal of CNRS in 1992
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Xavier’s enthusiasm for Combinatorics
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Combinatorics courses for our secretaries
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We wrote a paper together

however students found errors in it !
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Traveling around the world
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Vingt ans après, Twenty years later

– What can we do now ?

– Retraite is not a nice word

– Emeritus is much better
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Work your vineyard ?
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Attend courses at Université du 3e âge ?
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Hunt together for new bijections ?

Le personnage de Don Quichotte, est un rêveur idéaliste....
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Marco and Hariati would be happy to see us together
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